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1. Introduction 

1.1 The Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 under Section 5(2). A Consultation Statement: 

(a) Contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

Neighbourhood Development Plan; 

(b) Explains how they were consulted; 

(c) Summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 

(d) Describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 

addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood Development Plan; 

1.2 The document records the sequence of activities undertaken to ensure that the local community, 

organisations, non-statutory, and statutory bodies were informed, engaged, and consulted during the 

preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan. Outcomes from the community engagement helped to 

determine the content and shaped the policies incorporated into the final plan. This consultation 

statement also describes how concerns have been addressed, and what changes have been made to the 

final Plan as a result of the pre-submission consultation. 

1.3 The Plan preparation has been led by St Stephen in Brannel Parish Council, with decisions delegated 

to the St Stephen in Brannel Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. The Group has acted as a key 

means of compiling the evidence base, engaging with the local community and testing the suitability and 

acceptability of its emerging policies and proposals. 

2. Engagement and Consultation Strategy 

Objectives and Principles 

2.1 Our engagement and consultation objectives were: 

• to make sure that we communicate with and engage with the entire St Stephen in Brannel Parish 

community so that we achieve a sound plan whose policies fully reflect the community’s views and 

aspirations 

• to make sure that the local community becomes more aware of how planning works and 

understands what can and cannot be done through the different parts of the planning system. 

• to promote community interest and engagement through active participation in the work of 

producing a Neighbourhood Plan 

• to encourage and include volunteers in taking part in working groups to collect and analyse 

information, investigating opportunities and working up ideas into creative new policy proposals. 

2.2 It was considered to be imperative that engagement with the community was not a one-off event and 

that people continued to be involved in the whole process as it moved forward. To achieve this we 

embraced five key principles of community engagement: 

1. INFORM: provide balanced and objective information 

2. CONSULT: actively seek community views, input and feedback 

3. INVOLVE: work with the community so concerns and aspirations are understood 

4. COLLABORATE: work with the community to identify solutions 

5. EMPOWER: present the draft plan to the community for their approval 
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2.3 To meet these objectives, we said we would aim to: 

• ensure everyone can take part by overcoming barriers that some individuals have 

• be clear on what we are trying to achieve 

• make engagement easy to understand 

• analyse and evaluate all responses and views 

• share engagement responses and views in a timely manner 

• review the methods we have used and reflect on which elements worked well and where there are 

gaps and why 

• analyse our engagement process and adapt it as necessary 

• comply with the Data Protection Act when handling personal information 

• comply with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 by publishing a summary of the information 

gathered and detail how the results were used to help shape St Stephen in Brannel Parish’s 

Neighbourhood Plan (i.e. this Consultation Statement) 

• comply with Equal Opportunity legislation by carrying out a two stage Equalities Impact Assessment 

of the Neighbourhood Development Plan 

• ensure any Neighbourhood Planning events and activities take into consideration the health and 

safety of everyone involved, by carrying out proportionate risk assessments 

• ensure that appropriate safeguarding measures are built into the design of events involving 

children, young people and vulnerable adults. 

Key Stages of Engagement and Consultation 

2.4 The Engagement and Consultation Strategy has been broken down into key stages to ensure 

clarity and continuity of progress with the plan: 

Stage 1 - Awareness raising and community engagement in the analysis of local issues, creating 

the vision, and scoping of the St Stephen in Brannel Parish Neighbourhood Plan objectives and 

themes. 

Stage 2 - Community engagement in the development of the policy and proposal options to be 

considered. 

Stage 3 – Formal consultation on the draft plan. 

Stage 4 - Promotion of the final plan and awareness raising for the Regulation 16 Consultation and 

local referendum. 

Methods of Engagement and Consultation 

2.5 Tools to be used in engagement and consultation were identified as being: 

• Face-to-Face 

• Open Days/Community Events 

• Paper consultation 

• Web based consultation such as Survey Monkey 

• Use of online digital engagement platforms 

• Traditional media channels 

• Parish Bulletin 

• Social media 

• Engaging with Community Groups 
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3. Awareness Raising and Community Engagement in Issues Analysis, Scoping and Vision (Stage 1) 

3.1 The Parish Council initially resolved to commence work on the Neighbourhood Plan in 2013/14. A 

Working Group was formed involving Parish Councillors and the Parish Clerk.  The Parish Council submitted 

an application and map to Cornwall Council requesting that the Parish be designated as a Neighbourhood 

Area. Cornwall Council carried out consultations on this proposal. It was advertised in the Cornish Guardian 

on 20th January 2016 with a consultation period running to 2nd March 2016. The response to the 

consultation is available here: Designation Officers Report. The Neighbourhood Plan Area was formally 

designated on 15th March 2016. 

3.2 Coffee and Cake ‘Creative Thinking’ Events were held   across the Parish during summer 2016. 

Attendees could offer comments and to volunteer to get involved. The comments received were recorded 

on flipchart notes and doyleys written up at each table. This initial engagement led to a broader NDP 

Steering Group formed of volunteers from the community as well as Councillors, comprising 30 in all [now 

Figure 1: Leaflet and posters for the ‘Coffee and 
Cake’ Creative Thinking Events. 

https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/PA16_00001_NDP-St_Stephen_In_Brannel_Designation_Request-3124966.pdf
https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/PA16_00001_NDP-St_Stephen_In_Brannel_Designation_Officer_Report-743326.pdf
https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/?page_id=184
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12]. The first meeting of the Steering Group was held on Saturday 3rd September 2016 from 10.00 to 12.00 

at the Brannel Room, St Stephen, and thereafter it continued to meet every two months. 

3.3 The Steering Group continued to 

meet monthly throughout 2017, from 

which the original Vision and 

Objectives for the Neighbourhood 

Plan emerged. An update leaflet was 

produced and circulated [see below], 

bringing the Vision to the attention of 

residents and announcing that a 

further round of engagement would 

soon be launched. 

3.4 This was in the form of a ‘scoping’ 

survey of households in the St 

Stephen-in-Brannel Parish in 

April/May 2018. The survey was 

designed by Neighbourhood Plan 

consultants Boscawen CEP and 

delivered to all households in the 

Parish using Royal Mail and Survey 

Monkey. The survey offered a number 

of inducements to parishioners to 

elicit an enhanced response rate, 

including a prize draw aimed 

specifically at residents aged under 18 

years. In total, there were 623 

responses. 

The aim of the survey was to draw out 

what was valued by residents of the 

Parish and how such elements may be 

affected by potential future 

development in the Parish. 

3.5 In response, when asked what 

three things people most liked about 

the Parish, they rated the highest as 

the rural nature and countryside, local 

shops, cafes and pubs, and the sense 

of community. Wildlife and 

footpaths/bridleways were also rated, but least liked was community facilities and sports facilities/parks. 

Protecting the landscape, countryside and open/green spaces was thought to be the most important issue 

to consider when looking at development proposals. Regular, safe transport links was the clear top choice 

for which facilities and resources were considered the most important to young people. Further education 

& career prospects facilities; safe, age appropriate areas of recreation; and safe walking routes to school 

also scored highly. 

Figure 2: Update leaflet 2018. 

https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/1st-round-survey.pdf
https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/1st-round-survey.pdf
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3.6 People strongly agreed that It is important to protect and enhance heritage and historic sites such as 

engine houses, historic buildings and Cornish hedges, and that Cemeteries and war memorials should be 

protected and maintained. There was also some strength of feeling that any new development should be 

sympathetic to existing local architectural character and that our local China Clay traditions, character and 

events should be upheld and protected. 

3.7 The most popular choice for what improvements 

respondents would like any future new development 

to bring to the community was housing that meets 

specific local needs with more than half of   

respondents choosing this option. More than half of 

respondents also selected improved access to health 

services and improved car parking. Poor design/over 

development was the biggest concern for respondents 

who also cited landscape impact and traffic congestion 

as a concern.  The clear majority of respondents felt 

that building land should be made available to enable 

elderly, disabled or vulnerable people (with a link to 

the Parish) to live independently, and that people with 

a local connection should be prioritised for affordable 

new homes. One third of respondents said they would 

be interested in an affordable self-build plot. 

3.8 More than half (61%) supported the idea of 

development boundaries around villages and even 

more (73%) that a design guide would be supported. 

3.9 A clear majority of respondents (81%) were 

generally in favour of renewable energy although there 

was some variation as to whether respondents were generally in favour of renewable energy according to 

age, with most young people in favour, but fewer of those aged over 65. Solar panels were the most 

popular choice of renewable energy for the Parish with over 70% of respondents selecting these options. 

3.10 About half of people were dissatisfied with local public transport, depending on where they lived, 

suggesting that more frequent buses, hopper buses, and improved bus routes between villages would 

improve public transport. There were a large number of ‘other’ responses, many with a focus on cycleways 

and train services (some using the former clay lines), later buses and buses on Sundays, and bus routes to 

rural areas. 

3.11 Three quarters of respondents who felt that bridleways, footpaths and cycle paths were not adequate 

stated that there are not enough 

3.12 A clear majority of respondents (90%) agreed that there should be policies to support keeping 

amenities such as shops, post offices and pubs open, rather than be converted into private homes. 60% of 

respondents agreed that land should be made available for business use to create jobs in the Parish. When 

asked what type of business units are needed in the Parish, around 50% of respondents selected 

workshops/light industrial units, micro farm/market gardening land and units, and starter units. There 

were a number of ‘other’ responses with a majority of those stating that there should be no further 

business units. However, of respondents who run a business in the Parish, 85% felt that faster broadband 

Figure 3: Scoping Survey form. 
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would improve their experience of running their business in its current location, and 76% felt that 

improved mobile reception would help. Boscawen CEP collated and presented a broad analysis of the 

survey findings. 

4. Community Engagement in Development of Policy and Proposal Options (Stage 2) 

4.1 The Steering Group kept up its meetings and worked through the remainder of 2018 and in 2019, moving to 

monthly meetings . During the Covid pandemic meetings moved to fortnightly to make more physical progress on 

the creation of policies to support the Vision & Objectives and feedback obtained so far from the Parish. Updates on 

progress were issued via the Parish Council’s Annual Report and through the St Stephen in Brannel Community 

News. 

4.2 The Steering Group decided that a further round of 

consultation should be held in November and December 2021. 

Although COVID restrictions were easing, the Steering Group 

believed it was right to conduct as much of the second round of 

consultation online. To achieve this as effectively as possible 

they partnered with Go Collaborate, a team from Falmouth 

University who’s mission is to help organisations to get better, 

more representative engagement on plans that will ultimately 

aid in building better, more sustainable places to live for those 

who call it home. See: https://www.gocollaborate.co.uk 

4.3 At the same time, the NDP page on the Parish Council 

website, which had occasionally been used to publicise NDP 

Figure 4: Community News reference to the NDP, Spring 2019 

Figure 5: Community News reference to 
the NDP, Spring 2019 

https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/St-S-Survey-2018-Analysis-v6-FINAL.pdf
https://www.gocollaborate.co.uk/
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events and progress, was supplemented by a free-standing website dedicated to the NDP 

[https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk] based on a simple brief [See appendix 1]. 

4.4 The November and December 2021 survey 

was designed specifically to seek resident’s views 

on the draft Vision and Objectives that had been 

created using the information gathered from 

earlier surveys. It also looked for views on the 

emerging areas of development boundaries, 

housing need and design. A prize draw 

accompanied the survey to encourage take up, 

and the Parish Council’s Facebook page was used 

to promote the survey. In total 110 people 

registered on the platform. 

4.5 Whilst most respondents agreed to the 

different objectives proposed to guide the 

creation of the NDP, many comments were left on 

how these might be improved. Most people also 

agreed with the NDP’s overall Vision for the Parish. 

Figure 6: NDP Website 

Figure 7: GoCollaborate Digital Engagement Platform ‘Landing 
Page’ 

https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/
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4.6 One of the other key asks of the consultation was whether residents felt Lanjeth and High Street should be 

treated as one or two separate settlement areas. The majority who indicated a preference felt it was important in 

keeping Lanjeth and High Street as two separate villages when it comes to future planning in the Parish. 

4.7 On housing needs, the different types of housing listed 

were supported with the exception of the future 

development of executive homes and mobile homes. The 

majority of respondents also indicated a future need for 

more two and three bedroom dwellings, in the form of 

affordable  and family homes to enable people to stay 

living within the villages. Some support was expressed for 

self-build plots. 

4.8 Some 58.4% agreed with the concept of development 

boundaries as a means of balancing development and 

environmental concerns, with 33.3% having no view either 

way. There was an even opinion regarding development 

infill, rounding off, building on brownfield sites and 

allocating sites for housing needs. No respondents 

indicated a preference for large scale development. 

4.9 The vast majority indicated it was important that new 

houses matched the styles of existing homes in their 

villages and these should also fit well into the local environments. People emphasised that future development 

should feature slate roofing, stone features and consistent shape and height. 

4.10 There was also clear support for new houses to be built with high environmental standards and many 

suggestions were made as to how this could be achieved. As a consequence, the Steering Group decided that the 

NDP should deal with design matters in some detail, and therefore commissioned AECOM to prepare a Design Guide 

using Locality/DLUHC technical assistance funding. Detailed Results. 

4.11 A deeper dive into the issues was carried out in Spring 2022, again using the GoCollborate platform, supported 

by Facebook posts and leafletting. with a total of 52 people engaging. This produced a clear message that the 

recreation and open space facilities available for younger people is inadequate, with over 81% of those replying 

saying they were not good enough. Ideas for improvement suggested included more supervised activities such as 

youth clubs, multi-use games areas, and perhaps training such as car mechanics, cooking and home repair for later 

life, dance and theatre, the provision of a ‘green gym’, replacement of old equipment with more modern kit, a 

teenage ‘shelter’, and a better level of management and maintenance. 

4.12 On other themes the survey covered,  85% of community respondents said they supported the use or extension 

of part of a dwelling for office and/or light industrial uses to improve working from home. They also gave ideas to 

encourage more people to work locally including that more local purpose built offices, perhaps in a ‘hub’ which 

provided hireable space and support with office services, and a local support network to help small and lone worker 

businesses. 

4.13 The enhancement and provision of more bridleways, footpaths and cycle paths was supported 100%, and 86% 

said EV charging should be required for all future developments. When asked what charging points they use of 

would use, 77% said a home charging point, nearly 55% a retail car Park, and just over 45% said a Cornwall Council 

car park. Suggested locations for additional publicly funded charging points favoured public car parks and community 

locations such as village halls, GP surgeries, social clubs etc. 

4.14 On the design of new development, 100% of community respondents thought that  new housing development 

should have gardens that allow room for child play, well-being and some self-sufficiency (eg vegetable gardens etc). 

People also said that the most important things that the Neighbourhood Plan design guidance should focus on were, 

Figure 8: St Stephen in Brannel Parish Council Facebook 
page post promoting link to the GoCollaborate site. 

https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/St-S-2021-report_Redacted.pdf
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in order of importance, architectural detailing (e.g. window and door design and materials such as brick and 

blockwork patterns etc), the number of storeys, height and size of buildings, the use of local traditional styles and 

colours of building materials, and finally layout, density and relationship with adjoining development. 

4.15 As the 2021 survey supported the concept of development boundaries, this later survey asked for comments on 

the precise line of the draft boundaries [as proposed after an exhaustive examination of each settlement by the 

Steering Group]. Overall there was strong support from those who replied for the suggested boundaries, although 

the picture was less clear at Foxhole, where 42% said they disagreed and suggested that a new site to the east of the 

Carpalla area should be included for development. Two developers also replied to the survey suggesting sites that 

might be considered for inclusion. Detailed analysis. 

4.16 These surveys produced a clear picture of the aspirations and concerns of the community of St Stephen Parish, 

and along with the development of the evidence base, contributed to the writing of the Pre-Submission Consultation 

Draft NDP. 

5. Formal Consultation on the Draft Plan (Stage 3). 

5.1 The draft Neighbourhood Plan for St Stephen in 

Brannel Parish was published on 27th September 

2022 for 6 weeks of consultations with the 

community [ending 7th November 2022]. To 

coincide with the publication of the draft NDP 

various methods were used to publicise the NDP 

proposal details, where and when the NDP 

proposal could be inspected, details of how to 

make representations, and the date by which they 

must be received, in accordance Regulation 14 (a).  

This included a public notice placed in The St 

Austell Voice newspaper that circulates locally [see 

Figure 9], and in the St Stephen in Brannel 

Community News. 

5.2 To gather comments, the GoCollaborate 

platform was used once again, supported by 

Facebook posts, and an explanatory leaflet that 

was circulated to every household. The website 

was updated with a front page with full details of 

how to make representations [Figure 10]. This also 

included links to all the relevant background 

documents and the evidence base for the 

Neighbourhood Plan. Posters and roadside banners 

were also used to draw attention to the 

consultation and the opportunity to see and discuss 

the NDP at various ‘drop-in’ sessions. All media not 

online featured a QR code linking to the website. 

Paper comments forms were also made available to 

those unable or preferring not to use the online 

channel for engagement. 

5.3 The ‘drop-in’ sessions were arranged to  take 

place in all the Parish settlements, at mixed times, 

dates and venues which maximised the opportunities to engage and were as accessible as could be achieved 

Figure 9: Public Notice announcing publication of the Pre-
Submission Draft NDP 

https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/ST-STEPHEN-IN-BRANNEL-COMMUNITY-ENGAGEMENT-SPRING-2022-RESULTS.pdf
https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/St-Stephen-In-B-Leaflet4.pdf
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5.5 An 8 page summary booklet was also prepared, which summarised the NDP, for distribution at the ‘drop-in’ 

events and from the Parish Council Office. 

5.6 The ‘drop-in’ events were set up so that local people could find out more, see an exhibition about the 

draft Plan, and talk to a member of the Steering Group about any issues. The ‘drop-in’ events featured a 

central explanatory exhibition which described the Plan and provided a talking point around which 

members of the community and NDP Team could gather to discuss the issues. A copy of the exhibition 

Figure 10: NDP Website announcing publication of the Pre-Submission Draft NDP 

https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/St-Stephen-In-B-SUMMARY-LeafletFINAL.pdf
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panels is given as Appendix 2. Hard copies of the draft Plan were also available for inspection, whilst tea, 

coffee and biscuits were provided to help set a comfortable environment for discussion. 

5.7 Email and surface mail consultation requests were also sent to all the ‘consultation bodies’ required 

under Regulation 14, [see Reg 14 Statutory Consultation List] and a copy of the NDP was sent to the Local 

Planning Authority, Cornwall Council with notification that the Pre-Submission Draft NDP was published. 

6. The Response to Regulation 14 Consultations 

6. Response to the Pre-Submission Draft NDP 
6.1 Appendix 3 of this document analyses the comments 
made in response to the formal community and statutory 
organisation consultations carried out on the St Stephen in 
Brannel Parish NDP under Regulation 14 of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Regulations. It also records the Steering 
Group and Parish Council’s considered responses to those 
comments and sets out the modifications to the St Stephen in 
Brannel NDP that were made in preparing the submission 
version of the Plan. 

6.2 People were directed to use the Go Collaborate consultation platform through facebook advertising, 
leaflet drop, and from face-to-face interaction at the drop-in sessions. 

Summary of Representations Received 
6.3   The comments received provide the basis for the Plan to be constructively amended to produce a 

local planning strategy that reflects local needs and aspirations. 

6.4 Community comments A total of 47 completed responses were submitted. Distribution of respondents 

within the Parish was representative of the settlement pattern. Overall support for the draft NDP was high 

with the average being 81.2% in favour of the Objectives and Policies. Strongest support was for the 

community facilities, recreation, and open space theme [91.5%], with business and jobs coming second 

[85.1%] and the design and heritage theme coming third [80.9%]: see figure 13. 

Key areas of concern expressed by residents were focused around: 

Housing. The balance of opinion was in favour of a strategy to encourage more affordable housing 

whist at the same time preventing urban sprawl and ensuring that new development fits in well 

with the character of the area. 

Business and Employment. The balance of opinion favoured a strategy to encourage business and 

employment in several forms, although there is concern about developing farm diversification and 

rural tourism, presumably from people concerned with the possible impacts. Overall, there was 

concern that the environmental and traffic impacts and access issues should be carefully 

Figure 12: Facebook post announcing publication of the NDP 

Figure 11: Summary leaflet front page. 

https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Reg-14-Statutory-Consultation-Email-and-Postal-Addresses_Redacted.pdf
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managed, which is what the various policy criteria are intended to achieve. 

Community Facilities, Recreation and Open Space. There was overwhelming support for the 

Plan’s community facilities, recreation and open space objectives and policies. 

Design and Heritage. Overall support for the Objectives and Policies of this theme was given, 

noting that design must be balanced to both maintain distinctiveness of character, keep up with 

the times and reflect modern living requirements whilst delivering sustainable development. 

Natural Environment. General support was expressed, with specific mention of the need to 

protect biodiversity and for more sustainable energy generation including wind turbines. Some 

were concerned that recent developments did not comply with the intentions of the Objectives 

and Policies in this section of the Plan. 

Roads, Access and Transport. There was clear concern about the adequacy of car parking in 

development, the lack of public transport, maintenance/routing of public footpaths, and the 

impacts of minerals traffic, which lay behind the overall support for the NDP’s roads, access and 
transport objectives and policies. Unfortunately, this concern included several issues which are 

beyond the remit of the NDP to influence. 

Climate Change, Health and Well-Being, Environmental Sustainability. There was clear concern 

about climate change and the Objectives and Policies of the NDP were supported, although there 

was worry that they do not go far enough. On health and well-being several suggestions were 

made for management and activity on land, beyond the power of the NDP to carry out. 

Recognition was given that the Plan is about sustainable development, but a preference was 

expressed that this should be given greater emphasis at the beginning of the NDP. 

6.5 Very few of the national and local organisations consulted replied. 

Figure 13: Response to St Stephen in Brannel NDP Objectives and Policies 
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Network Rail referred to its policy on level crossings, of which there are two in the designated 

area. Natural England had no specific comments and referred to their general guidance. 

Historic England congratulated the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group on their effort and 

dedication required to arrive at this stage in the planning process, and noted that the draft St 

Stephen in Brannel Neighbourhood Plan is not proposing to allocate specific sites for 

development. Therefore, it did not wish to make any detailed comments regarding the draft Plan. 

However, it warmly welcomed Chapter 7 Design and Heritage; particularly policies D1-

D7, concerning the protection of heritage assets and local character. It commended the rigour and 

sensitivity of the approach to local heritage. 

Environment Agency and Sport England pointed to their standard NDP practice guidance. 

Highways England found that in general terms the Plan’s proposed policies are unlikely to lead to 

a scale of development which would adversely impact on the safe and efficient operation of 

the A30. However, any large scale development that does come forward will need to be 

supported by an appropriate assessment of traffic impacts which should consider the operation of 

the SRN in line with national planning practice guidance and DfT Circular 02/2013. Where 

proposals would result in a severe congestion or unacceptable safety impact, Highways England 

said that mitigation will be required in line with current policy. It therefore welcomed the 

inclusion of text in Policy RT1 Section F which supports this approach. 

Devon and Cornwall Police welcomed the references to Designing Out Crime etc within the draft 

Plan. 

Several departments of Cornwall Council also commented on the NDP. Some of these included 

very helpful suggestions which improved the Plan when incorporated, particularly around climate 

change, affordable housing, heritage matters, more recent policy strategic changes, and the 

wording of various policies. However, some of the comments from different departments were 

contradictory or involved actions and themes that are beyond the power of NDPs to achieve. 

6.6 Several departments of Cornwall Council also commented on the NDP. Some of these included very 

helpful suggestions which will improve the Plan when incorporated, particularly around climate change, 

affordable housing, heritage matters, more recent policy strategic changes, and the wording of various 

policies. However, some of the comments from different departments were contradictory or involved 

actions and themes that are beyond the power of NDPs to achieve. 

6.7 The owners of proposed Local Green Spaces   were engaged with separately to the Regulation 14 

process, with individual consultations. Only three landowners replied, two agreeing the designation, and 

one opposing. The responses to these are incorporated in the analysis that follows. 

6.8 Four Developers and Landowners responded, requesting changes to Development Boundaries to 

accommodate development. 

7. Response of the St Stephen in Brannel NDP Steering Group / St Stephen in Brannel Parish Council 
7.1   All the comments have been carefully read and analysed, and discussed by the Steering Group, which 

has made recommendations as to how the NDP should be amended before it is formally submitted to 

Cornwall Council. In making the recommendations the Steering Group have sought to accommodate 

community views as fully as is possible whilst remaining focused on planning issues and maintaining the 

fundamental strategy of the Plan [i.e. to manage development in a way that supports the rural landscape 
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and heritage character of the area] which is based on the community engagement work carried out 

before it was written. 

7.3 Full information on the comments received and St Stephen in Brannel Parish Council’s response to 

them, and the amendments made to the Pre-submission Draft St Stephen in Brannel NDP, to form the 

Submission Draft NDP, can be found at Appendix 3. 

7.2 Some comments and suggestions made by respondents would require actions which are beyond the 

legal remit of Neighbourhood Development Plans, so recommendations were made as to how these 

might be included in community projects or otherwise investigated by the Parish Council. 

In summary the amendments made to the Pre-submission Draft St Stephen in Brannel NDP, to form 

the Submission Draft NDP, in the response to the comments made by the community, 

organisations, developers, landowners and the Local Planning Authority are as follows: 

• Reference throughout document, and new supporting text section added, referring to the new 

‘Cornish Distinctiveness’ initiative. 

• Housing data updated to reflect latest available. 

• Explanation of the housing strategy redrafted to make it clear that the NDP was not proposing to 

exceed Cornwall Local Plan targets. 

• Housing policies rearranged as advised by Cornwall Council. 

• Housing mix policy [H1] First Homes and Social Rent percentages adjusted to reflect the new Chief 

Planning Officers Advice Note on Addressing Affordability. 

• Development Boundary adjustments at Coombe and Lanjeth (Policy H2). 

• New clause added that tourism accommodation which is provided in a location or with a design 

that is unsuitable for full-time permanent occupation, shall be subject to a planning obligation to 

guarantee holiday use, to comply with new Chief Planning Officers Advice Note on Holiday 

Occupancy Conditions. 

• Recreation and open space policy and supporting text revised to take account of revised Open 

Space Assessment. 

• Amendments to Net Biodiversity Gain and Trees policies to reflect new legislation and adoption of 

CC Climate Emergency DPD. 

• Design policies and supporting text combined to provide more succinct guidance on design, 

development standards and Cornish distinctiveness. 

• Policy on sustainable design deleted and references to the Cornwall Climate Emergency DPD 

policies SEC 1 and CC4 added to the supporting text, with list examples of the measures proposed. 

• Amendments to Policy RT1 to reflect newly adopted CC Parking Standards. 

• Policy and supporting text on sustainable energy production amended to reflect the Cornwall 

Climate Emergency DPD policies. 

• General improvements to Policy wording throughout the document to reflect advice from 

Cornwall Council and add clarity. 

ENDS 



St Stephen in Brannel Neighbourhood Development Plan 2023 - Consultation Statement 17 | 

P a g e 

APPENDIX 1: SIMPLE WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA BRIEF FOR ST STEPHEN IN BRANNEL 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Website 
Linked by hyperlink with the existing Council website, the St Stephen In Brannel Neighbourhood 
Plan website will provide a standing resource of full and clear information about the 
Neighbourhood Plan process, enhance community opportunities to take part in creating the Plan [via the 
GoCollaborate platform], and be the repository of evidential material. The website will play a key role in 
engaging with the community and preparation for the community referendum. 

The key elements of the website will be: 
Explanation 

• An overview of what neighbourhood planning is about generally. 

• What St Stephen In Brannel Council is doing about making Plan, how it has organised, how it is 
funded. 

• Who is currently on the St Stephen In Brannel Council Neighbourhood Plan Team. 

• How readers can find out more, with links to useful websites. 

• Publication of formal notices. 

Participation 

• Information as to the various ways people can become involved ranging from making comments to 
actively volunteering support. 

• Notice and promotion of forthcoming events. 

• Preparatory information, guidance and materials for engagement events, surveys etc. 

• Front page access to GoCollaborate survey work at various stages of the Plan’s development. 

       Library 

• A library of all the background guidance documents. 

• Data recording local information, community and organisational views, statistical and policy 
analysis. 

• A record of completed work. 

Accessibility 

• Users will include people with disabilities and learning difficulties, so a means of achieving 
appropriate adjustments to type size, colours and language etc will be provided. 

• Use of colours/layout that are colour vision deficiency friendly. 

Media [Link here with GoCollaborate activity] 

• Video based ‘explainer’ graphics. 
• Short video clips of interviews, people making comments etc 

• Ability to download and open .pdf files with easy navigation back to website. 

Facebook 
Will be used primarily as a ‘landing page’ essentially to direct local Facebook users to the website and enable 
sharing, and later in the process, liking posts and tackling negative comments. 
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APPENDIX 2: ‘DROP-IN’ EXHIBITION PANELS 
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APPENDIX 3: RESPONSE REPORT 

To access the Response Report, follow this link: 

RESPONSE REPORT 

https://ststepheninbrannelparishfuture.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/St-Stephen-in-Brannel-NDP-Response-Report.pdf
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